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THAMESHEAD BENEFICE 
For those with access to the internet the following links will take you to 
our website pages:  

The calendar: http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/  

An outline of all our Sunday services: 

 http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/  

RECTOR 

Rev Trevor Kemp  770550 

Coates Rectory,  rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk 

Coates GL7 6NR 

ASSOCIATE PRIEST HOUSE FOR DUTY  
Rev David Austin & Rev Angie Austin 770654 

  revdavidaustin@gmail.com  

READERS 

Barrie Cran  770809 

Liz Collins  770698 

COATES 
Church Warden: Nigel Pollock 

Secretary PCC Alison Pollock  

Treasurer PCC Dickie Randall 771300  

SAPPERTON WITH FRAMPTON MANSELL 
Rev Pepita Walker  760211 

Church Warden: Elizabeth Twinch 762897 

St Kenelm’s Mark Hamer 760715 

Rotas Kate Gordon-Lennox 760651 

Secretary PCC  

Treasurer PCC Charles Houldsworth 760300 

Flowers - Frampton Mansell Pat Hatcher 760330 

RODMARTON AND TARLTON (Chapel of Ease) 
Church Wardens 

Rodmarton  Simon Biddulph 841462 
 Susie Esmond Rees 07528 820652 

Tarlton Jasper Biddulph 770230 

Flower Team Leader Alex Bransby 07981 793251 

Secretary PCC Jane Marlowe 770401 

Treasurer PCC  Simon Biddulph 841462 

http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/
http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/
mailto:rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk%3cmailto:rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk
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REFLECTIONS FROM THE RECTORY 
Dear Friends 

The local elections are being run as I write this and I don’t know what 
the outcome will be locally or nationally yet. At the same time we are 
all looking forward to the pandemic restrictions easing as the weather 
improves and of course as the vaccination programme continues to 
work its impact. It is complicated isn’t it; the virus mutates, the vaccine 
mitigates and we continue to take precautions.  

Our voting in the elections is about our shared responsibility to work 
together for the good of the community and, even in most of the more 
extreme parties, I think there is probably a genuine belief that their 
vision will be good overall for the majority even if many of us consider 
that misguided. The fact that we can think about quite different 
philosophies and political programs reflects the complexity of the 
modern world and the truth that there is often more than one 
potentially good answer to social, economic or political questions. Our 
response to the virus has the same base I think. Social distancing, 
wearing masks and everything else are about looking after each other, 
about mutual flourishing and wellbeing. They are also about us being 
willing to put aside some personal choices or options for the good of 
the community. That is quite a biblical perspective. If you read the old 
testament you will discover that time after time the behaviour of the 
community as a whole is important, and also that the misbehaviour of 
one person can impact on the wellbeing of the whole community. 
Simplistically it is a bit like litter isn’t it. One person discards their 
rubbish because in the short term it is easy, lazy, careless or just a 
choice but it impacts on everyone else. We all have to look at the tin 
can or crisp packet as we walk past. So it spoils enjoyment of the 
space we are in. Someone has to clear it up and everyone has to pay 
taxes to pay for the clear-up and it may also cause real harm to the 
environment if it is toxic or is a danger to wildlife.  

What we as Christians call ‘sin’ (which is just a simple word to 
describe things we do that are not right before God) is a bit like litter in 
our relationship with God. Those behaviours and choices create ‘litter’ 
in our own lives and those of our community that spoil our relationship 
with God. If we look at it thoughtfully, that is what Adam and Eve do in 
the Garden of Eden. They spoil their friendship with God and so much 
is a consequence of that, not least God’s choice to live and die in the 
person of Jesus. That is the multiplied cost of the litter in our lives; that 
Jesus chooses to die for us, to pay the clean-up price because we 
can’t pay it ourselves. Jesus litter picks our lives and environments if 
we let him and he also recycles all the rubbish so that the whole 
environment can flourish and even the rubbish can be repaired or 
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recycled. But it is not unreasonable for him to expect us to reduce the 
litter in our lives as we go forward, is it? That requires a response, a 
change from us too. Of course God has it all covered and the final part 
of the Easter story comes with Ascension and Whitsun or Pentecost at 
the end of May. Jesus’ return to ‘heaven’ or however you wish to think 
of God’s home postcode reminds us that the present is just part of the 
truth. We have lived through the pandemic but there has been much 
grief, both for those who sadly died and for all the plans and hopes we 
had for 2020. Cancelled weddings, anniversaries, birthdays without 
our families, anxiety over work and the future and much more. There 
is a lot of grief we are carrying forward but Ascension reminds us that 
God has plans, good plans for our future beyond our understanding 
for all who look to him as the promise of God, as Emmanuel, God with 
Us. 

And Pentecost, well that is the other promise, power for the present, 
the agent of clean-up and transformation. The Holy Spirit is the 
promise of God with us now that we might know the fullness of God’s 
joy today, that the Godly litter-pick of our lives has renewed our 
relationship with God and brought a bright new day in which we can 
enjoy God’s presence and life with us as Adam and Eve did in the 
garden. All we need to do is invite him in and welcome him to our 
home. 

With love and prayers  

Trevor Kemp Rector 

SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 

As you know the pandemic restrictions are easing and we are trying to 
re-establish a clear pattern of services across our churches. Below is 
a list of the Holy Communion services we plan to hold for June and we 
intend to maintain the same pattern over the summer months if the 
underlying issues remain as they are currently. Pandemic restrictions 
currently still in force mean a congregation cannot sing inside and 
masks, social distancing etc are still required. 
Wk 1:  June 6 St Luke Frampton Mansell  11am Holy Communion 
  St Peter Rodmarton 11am Holy Communion 
Wk 2: June 13 All Saints Kemble 10am Holy Communion 
  All Saints Somerford Keynes 11am Holy Communion 
Wk 3: June 20 St Matthew Coates 11am Holy Communion 
  St Michael’s Poole Keynes 11am Holy Communion  
Wk 4: June 27 St Osmund Tarlton 8am Holy Communion 
  Benefice Service*   

Wk 5:          St Kenelm Sapperton  11am Holy Communion  

 (continued on next page) 
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SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE (cont) 
In addition to the Holy Communion services there will be a number of 

Morning Prayer or special services some of which will be led by our 
ministry team and some by local lay leaders. We will post details of 
these on our website and advertise them locally in our villages as 
soon as we can. 

*We cannot currently hold our normal benefice service on the fourth 
Sunday of each month and this is replaced by a Morning Prayer 
service at All Saints Kemble at 10am. All services from All Saints 
Kemble can also be joined online via: 

The Sunday Service: https://thesundayservice.gallery.video/
thamesheadcofe 

Everyone is welcome and warmly invited to join us online for our 
service from All Saints Kemble at 10am every Sunday. You will find a 
service sheet on our website and of course you can sing as well in 
your home: https://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/online-services-and-
groups/live-stream-service/ and/or in person on the 2nd & 4th Sunday. 

We also have some other regular online services: 

9.30am ZOOM every Sunday family worship (20minutes so you can 
also join at 10am) This is a family activity and is a controlled activity to 
safeguard our young people so please request a zoom link from 
rev.trev@live.com and we will complete a simple safeguarding check 
with you in advance of your first service. 

6pm – 6.40pm on the FOURTH Sunday each month – 27 June ZOOM 
informal worship. ZOOM is interactive via your PC so everyone can 
join in together with these services. Do check our website for details of 
other church services and activities. 

Because we still have pandemic restrictions in our buildings it is really 
helpful if you can let your local Church Warden know if you wish to be 
present in advance as we still have a maximum number we are 
permitted to have in each building. 

https://thesundayservice.gallery.video/thamesheadcofe
https://thesundayservice.gallery.video/thamesheadcofe
https://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/online-services-and-groups/live-stream-service/
https://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/online-services-and-groups/live-stream-service/
mailto:rev.trev@live.com
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NEWS FROM COATES 

COATES PARISH COUNCIL 

The parish council met virtually for the final time in May, a very well 
supported meeting with 29 members of the public in attendance.  
Physical meetings will resume at the village hall following government 
social distancing guidelines and common guidance and information 
provided for local councils as we return to holding face to face 
meetings.   

Minutes for the recent meeting 5 May 2021 can be found on the 
Coates parish website. 

 http://www.coatesparish.org.uk/parish-council/council-
meetings-and-minutes/ 

The parish council continue to focus on the following: 

• Filling the current parish councillor vacancy 

• Planning applications 

• The future of Victory Green 

• The future of the cricket field 

• Parish council support for residents, especially the vulnerable, 
during the continuing Covid-19 pandemic 

• Supporting village issues 

Bathurst Estate 

Representatives from the Bathurst Estate joined the meeting to share 
plans for the Tunnel House and to discuss the opportunity for future 
housing in Coates.  Further information from the Bathurst Estate will 
shared at future meetings. 

Victory Green 

The working party has collected and collated thoughts and 
suggestions from all villagers on the future of Victory Green.  These 
were shared with Councillors with discussion about possible next 
steps and ways to feedback to villagers.  The future of Victory Green 
will be an agenda item at the Parish Annual General Meeting 1 June. 

Councillor vacancy 

There is currently one parish councillor vacancy.  The main role of a 
councillor is to participate in the collective decision making process of 
the council, to help identify and support the needs of the community.  
We invite members of the parish to express an interest in becoming a 
councillor.  Anyone who would like to find out more is welcome to talk 
to a current councillor about the role.  Alternatively, email 
clerk@coatesparish.org.uk to liaise contact with a councillor. 

http://www.coatesparish.org.uk/parish-council/council-meetings-and-minutes/
http://www.coatesparish.org.uk/parish-council/council-meetings-and-minutes/
mailto:clerk@coatesparish.org.uk
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The Village Club reopened to 
our members on 22 May and 
will continue to open on 
Saturdays until 21 June, after 
which we plan to open more 
regularly.  We are operating a 
booking only system and 
have contacted members with these details. If you are unclear if your 
membership is up to date, or would like to become a member moving 
forwards, please email us and we will be happy to help. 
Upcoming Events: 

• Saturday 26 June – Coates Reunion & BBQ 
• Sunday 18 July – Bastille Day Boules Competition 
• Saturday 21 August – Produce Show  
• Sunday 31 October – Halloween 

Volunteers 
The Village Club is reopening soon with lots of exciting events 
planned but we need more volunteers to help run the bar! You would 
only be needed for a few hours a month, or whatever time you can 
spare. Whilst we want to open as much as we used to, it is dependent 
on having enough volunteers. If you can help, please get in touch with 
Annabel at coatessocialclub@gmail.com 

The next parish council meetings are: 

Coates Annual Parish Meeting - Tuesday 1 June 2021 7:00 – 
8:00pm, at the village hall  

Extra-ordinary Meeting of Coates Parish Council – Monday 14 
June 2021 7:30 - 8:00pm 

Coates Parish Council Meeting – Monday 5 July 2021 7:30pm 

Agenda will be published on the village website 
www.coatesparish.org.uk  and the parish noticeboard. The public are 
always welcome to attend all parish council meetings and can talk 
directly to councillors about any matters of interest or concern.  

COVID-19 SUPPORT IN COATES 

If you are a Coates resident who is self-isolating or in quarantine after 
travelling abroad, and require any help (ie picking up shopping, 
posting a completed Covid 19 test or just a friendly phone call), 
please contact Councillor Andrew Hobson on 07887 597425 or 
email clerk@coatesparish.org.uk and we will arrange for someone to 
phone you back. 

This initiative is  supported by Coates Parish Council and other 
individuals and community groups in Coates. 

mailto:coatessocialclub@gmail.com
http://www.coatesparish.org.uk
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THE RETURN OF COFFEE CAKE CHAT      

We are delighted to announce the return of COFFEE 
CAKE CHAT (CCC) to the village hall on Thursday 17 
June after a lengthy pause due to the Covid pandemic. 
We have had to make some temporary changes in terms of organising 
this whilst working under the present Covid guidelines but we believe 
we can offer you a safe and enjoyable time. We know it has been a 
challenging time for all and we are pleased to be able to facilitate the 
opportunity to connect again with friends in the community. 

The CCC team will be on hand to assist and guide if needed and you 
are guaranteed a warm welcome by all. We may be restricted in 
numbers allowed which at the present time is 25 - 30 people and as it 
happens, that is reflective of the numbers that usually come along 
anyway. 

One of the important changes is that we will be holding CCC on 
THURSDAYS now at the same time on the third Thursday of every 
month. We will be advertising this in the Watershed, Coates parish 
web site and the notice board outside the village hall. Entrance to the 
hall will be from the ‘roadside’ rather than the car park entrance 
although you are free to park in the car park. 

There will be a delicious choice of cakes and savouries, tea and 
filtered coffee at the great price of £2.50. If you are able and can 
remember to bring along the correct change that would help 
enormously. Also on offer will be the opportunity for you to buy 
leftovers to take home. Please feel free to bring along your own 
container if you like although we do provide these ourselves. 

COATES TEXTILE BANK 
Located alongside the recycling bins opposite the village hall the 
Coates Textile Bank which has been tailor made for us displaying - 
Coates Source of the Thames – is not only environmentally friendly 
but is also a consistent source of income for the village hall. 
Throughout the year long Covid lockdown the textile bank has been 
serviced/emptied by its supplier every 4-5 weeks. 
We would encourage your continued support of this fundraiser for 
Coates community by sorting out those winter/summer clothing items, 
pairs of shoes, soft toys, handbags – bagging them and depositing 
them in the CTB. 
Excluded are bedding, blankets, pillows and duvets. 
Thank you for your ongoing and enthusiastic support of this fundraiser 
of which we are all the beneficiaries resulting in the continued 
upgrading and improvements to our village hall – the heart and hub of 
our community. 
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NEWS FROM SAPPERTON AND  
FRAMPTON MANSELL 

SHARING AND THE PANDEMIC 

In Spring and early Summer come Nature’s joys of birdsong and cloak 
of colour. Each day there are new joys to behold with the opportunity 
to fulfil the basic human desire to share. Just as we recognise that a 
grief shared is a grief halved, so also a joy shared is a joy doubled. 
When sharing a walk in the Golden Valley at any time of the year, we 
can experience an enriched joy when we exclaim to our companion, 
“Just look at the beauty of that majestic tree, or sunset, or field of 
young lambs.” As far as we know, the essence of such joyful 
communication of shared experiences is uniquely human, and all our 
culture and science has come about because we are such a 
cooperative and mutually sharing species. 

But sharing is also a common feature of all Nature and is the basis of 
all symbiotic relationships. Every living thing on earth mutually benefits 
from its nearest neighbours. The propagation of flowering plants 
benefit from the presence of bees, who in turn thrive on the flower’s 
nectar. Even at the microscopic level, there is an important symbiotic 
relationship between some fungi and trees. While certain fungi have 
almost constant access to the tree’s carbohydrate stores, in return it 
benefits the tree’s ability to absorb water and minerals through its 
structure of highly absorbent mycelium.  

We are all capable of compassion and it is important to recognise that 
compassion is not just about happiness but about connectedness, 
sympathy, empathy, tolerance and sharing emotions. And 
compassionate behaviour is promoted by experiencing the benefits of 
sharing and caring. As a compassionate species, we need to develop 
more cooperative interdependent networks, not just at home and in 
our local communities, but also globally. Sharing is as relevant to a 
simple smile with another as it is for us to respond to a complex 
humanitarian need. 

When we experience joy, such as the results of the care and 
compassion of all health-care workers and vaccine scientists during 
the current pandemic, there will be a natural human desire to want to 
share this joy, especially with those living in less affluent countries 
than ourselves. India is a classic example where there is the urgent 
need for those in richer countries to share their excess vaccine stock. 
In mid-May, the daily death rate from Covid-19 in India was 300 times 
greater than in the UK, yet the population of India, at 1.4 billion, is only 
about 20 times greater than that of the UK. (continued overleaf) 
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SHARING AND THE PANDEMIC (cont) 

The Oxford-AstraZeneca vaccine is manufactured at several centres, 
including the Serum Institute of India, the world's largest vaccine 
manufacturer which is producing more than 60 million doses a month. 
India has already shipped many million doses of vaccines to more 
than 80 countries, including the UK, but still has insufficient for their 
own need. The UK government recently contracted with Pfizer for 80 
million doses of their vaccine and, at about the same time, made an 
80% reduction in overseas aid to developing countries for obtaining 
clean water. Is it morally right to stockpile a valuable resource and 
deprive others, as well as reduce valuable aid, rather than sharing for 
the greater good?  

We are amid a worldwide emergency and ‘no one is safe until 
everyone is safe.’ Without mitigation, the Institute for Health Metrics 
and Evaluation estimates that India could reach more than 1 million 
Covid-19 cases per day with over 1 million cumulative Covid-19 
deaths by 1 August 2021. All manufacturers of Covid-19 vaccines 
need to release their intellectual property rights so that others can 
make their own vaccines; surely this is the compassionate response 
to such a great humanitarian need. 

Adrian Hill 
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NEWS FROM RODMARTON, TARLTON, 
CULKERTON AND HAZLETON 

RIP 
Hubert Wilkins who spent nearly all his life, firstly in Tarlton and latterly 
in Rodmarton, sadly died at the Paternoster Nursing Home on 30 April 
aged 91 after a long illness bravely fought.  Following National Service 
he worked until retirement in the engineering firm Newman Hender & 
Co of Woodchester.  Hubert a quiet, friendly and sociable person was 
a strong supporter of village life in Rodmarton looking after the 
churchyard with his brother Percy and assisting with church fund 
raising occasions.  He will be much missed.  

JUNE SERVICES AT ST PETER’S RODMARTON & ST 
OSMUND’S TARLTON  

We are awaiting the benefice service rota so please contact one of the 
church wardens or the secretary (details on front inside cover of the 
Watershed) for up-to-date information.  We are hoping to hold 
services each Sunday at St Peter’s in June, and also reintroduce 8am 
Holy Communion at Tarlton on the fourth Sunday of the month, but 
nothing is certain yet.   At present all services are ‘said’ services until 
restrictions on singing are relaxed, and face coverings are mandatory.  

CHURCHES OPEN FOR PRIVATE PRAYER 

St Osmund’s Tarlton: Saturdays, 10am – 4pm 

St Peter’s Rodmarton: Sundays, 11am – 4pm 

SONNET 
I love to see the summer beaming forth 

And white wool sack clouds sailing to the north 

I love to see the wild flowers come again 

And Mare blobs stain with gold the meadow drain 

And water lilies whiten on the floods 

Where reed clumps rustle like a wind shook wood 

Where from her hiding place the Moor Hen pushes 

And seeks her flag nest floating in bull rushes 

I like the willow leaning half way o'er 

The clear deep lake to stand upon its shore 

I love the hay grass when the flower head swings 

To summer winds and insects happy wings 

That sport about the meadow the bright day 

And see bright beetles in the clear lake play John Clare, 1841 
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RODMARTON AND TARLTON COVID19 SUPPORT 

If you live in Rodmarton or Tarlton and need some practical help with 
shopping or would like a chat if you are self-isolating at home or are 
unwell please contact one of the following people who are organising 
volunteers to help: 

RODMARTON 

Wendy Taylor 841263 wendy.taylor846@btinternet.com 

Simon Biddulph 07730 897312 simon.biddulph1@btinternet.com 
TARLTON 

Jane and Richard Marlowe 770401 

Bryher and Mark Grimes 770289   

If you live in Tarlton and would like to join the village WhatsApp group, 
please text Bryher Grimes on 07785 542185 with your name and 
mobile telephone number and she will add you to the group. Please 
note that this group is for residents of Tarlton only.  

OPEN FOR INSPIRATION 

My second Covid jab - what a day for celebration! I was in Gloucester; 
the sun was shining and I decided to walk down to the cathedral. 
Surprised to discover it was open 'for prayer and quiet contemplation', 
I was told at the door. I sat down on one of the few chairs put out in 
the cavernous naive and ... quietly contemplated. Of course, I thought 
about Covid and how lucky we had been as a family to escape any 
major horrors (apart from our eldest daughter coming out of hospital 
with a new baby and Covid!). But, I then started to think of the bigger 
picture. Taking in the incredible fan vaulting, the wonderful 
monuments and the glorious stained glass, it was impossible not to 
feel uplifted and imbued with a sense of hope in the continuity and 
timelessness of it all. Mass suffering on the scale of Covid has 
happened before and will happen again. But, as I looked around the 
magnificent cathedral, I was reminded that these horrors do pass and 
life does go on. 

Linda Baillie 

THE RODMARTON AND TARLTON FIESTA HAS BEEN 
CANCELLED  

It was due to be held on 3 July but unfortunately has had to be 
cancelled.   

There will be further notices for forthcoming events later in the 
summer.  



13 

Entry schedule 

Saturday 21 August 

Entries to hall 11am - 12noon 

Produce Show from 3pm 
onwards with stalls, bar, 

refreshments, games, raffle and 
BBQ 
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Section 1 - Flowers 
1.  One single stemmed rose 
2.  Vase of 6 dahlias 
3.  Vase of garden flowers – 6 of one variety 
4.  A sunflower head 
5.  A flowering pot plant, max pot size 10” diameter 
 

Section 2- Fruit/Vegetables 
1.  3 carrots 
2.  5 tomatoes with stalks 
3.  4 potatoes of one variety 
4.  6 runner beans 
5.  Longest runner bean 
6.  Largest marrow 
7.  A plate of 5 different vegetables, one of each. 
8.  3 apples of the same variety 
9.  Soft fruit - single variety displayed on a plate 
 

Section 3 – Domestic 
1.  A jar of homemade jam 
2.  A jar of homemade chutney 
3.  A Victoria Sponge with jam (no cream) 
4.  4 fruit scones 
5.  6 biscuits 
6.  A ginger cake (men-only recipe as per schedule) 
7.  1 bottle of homemade liqueur 
8.  1 bottle of homemade beer 

 

Section 4 – Flower arranging 
1. An arrangement in a vase 
2. An arrangement for a table centre  

 

Section 5 – Handicrafts 
Any item of handicraft using any method e.g. knitting, card making, 

patchwork, tapestry, cross stitch 



15 

Section 6 – Art 
Any piece of artwork, a pen, pencil or pastel drawing or a painting in any 
medium. 

Section 7 – Photography 
A photograph of ‘Something Local’ max 7”x5”  

 

Section 8 – Children: Reception to School Year 11 

8 a) Reception to School Year 2 
1. Make and decorate 5 cookies. 
2. A plant grown from seed – max 8” pot 
3. Paint a picture of an animal - max A4 size. 

8 b) School Years 3-6 
1. A handmade greetings card 
2. 5 homemade brownies 
3. A photograph of ‘Something Small’ - max 7”x5”. 

8 c) School Years 7-11 
1. A photograph of ‘Something Big’ - max 7”x5”. 
2. 5 homemade cupcakes decorated. 
3. A poem about my holiday. 
 

Section 3.6 Men-only Recipe 
Ginger Cake 

200g self-raising Flour    2 tsp ground ginger 
1 tsp mixed spice     50g margarine 
50g soft brown sugar    50g black treacle 
50g golden syrup     pinch salt 
1 egg beaten with added milk to make ¼ pint (125ml) 

Method: 
1. Preheat oven to 170 deg fan, Gas 4 
2. Grease and line a 18cm (7”) square tin 
3. Mix flour, salt, ginger and mixed spice in a mixing bowl 
4. Melt the margarine, sugar, treacle and syrup gently over a low heat. 
5. Add to flour and gradually mix in the egg and milk. Beat well. 
6. Pour into tin (will be like a thick batter) 
7. Bake for approximately 40 to 45 minutes until firm. 
8. Cool slightly and turn out of tin and leave until cold 



16 

ENTRIES 

Entries are free and can be made in writing to Tara, 24 May 
Tree Close, Coates or by email to tara@tarajaneceramics.com 

stating your name and section numbers you wish to enter. 

Please submit your entries by 8pm Saturday 14
th

 August 
2020 

 

 

RULES 

1. All exhibits with the exception of flower arranging must have 
been made or grown by the exhibitor. 

2. All exhibits are to be put in place between 11am and 12 noon. 

3. No exhibitor is allowed more than one entry in any section. 

4. Exhibitor’s names must not be visible on the exhibits. 

5. In section 8, children’s ages and school year must be 
displayed on all exhibits.   

6. If children compete in adult sections 1-7, then ages must not 
appear on exhibits. (Points from these entries will not count 
towards the Family Cup.) 

7. No exhibits to be removed before 4.30pm 

8. The judge’s decision is final. 
 

 

TROPHIES 

Family Cup                   most points in show by one family 

                                      (parents and children). Please refer to 
rule 6. 

Flower Cup     most points in section 1 

Fruit/Veg Cup     most points in section 2 

Domestic Cup     most points in section 3 

Art/Craft Cup     most points in section 4 - 7 

Reception – year 2    most points in section 8a 

Years 3-6      most points in section 8b 

Years 7-11     most points in section 8c 
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Thankfully Coronavirus restrictions 
continue to gradually be lifted which 
means that, finally, we are able to 
welcome people into our school and slowly 
start to get back to something resembling 
normal school life. 

Rob Mant, from Forest Green Rovers 
football club, is back to coach Sapling 
class, and Ben, from Atlas Camps, has 
returned to provide additional sports 
coaching for all classes. We have also 
signed up to PE Pal, a new system to help us teach the PE curriculum 
to the children. 

This term also sees the welcome return of the annual (apart from 
2020!) Hazleton Tennis Tournament for Acorn and Sapling classes. 
Massive thanks to the Trehearne family for hosting this competition 
which the children really enjoy. 

On 25 June Sapling and Oak classes will be taking part in the Pulse 
Games, a mini Olympics which is taking place as part of our Active 
RE teaching where the children learn about RE through sport. Oak 
Class will be off to an inter schools sports multi skills event with other 
local primary schools at the end of the month and Rodmarton pupils 
will also be taking part in a Quick Cricket Festival. 

We are hoping that later this term restrictions will allow us to welcome 
the new Reception children, due to start with us in September, in to 
school. Due to the pandemic, these children and their parents have 
never even set foot inside the school building and we are really 
hoping we will not only be able to show them around their new school 
but also hold some settling in sessions where the children spend time 
in the classroom with Acorn class. 

We are really keen to get our school back to normal but the 
restrictions for schools are changing a little more slowly than for the 
rest of society. We have all sorts of plans in place including an 
outdoor performance by our year 6 leavers and whole school Sports 
Day. At the moment these events are not permitted but, as soon as 
we are allowed to, we hope these will go ahead. 

And a quick reminder that we still have some spaces left in Reception 
for this September as well as a few places in other years. Just give us 
a call to find out more and, hopefully soon, you might even be able to 
come and have a look around! 

Nutty   

https://www.rodmartonschool.co.uk/ 01285 841284 

file:///C:/Users/jbm18/Desktop
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NOTES FROM CULKERTON 

GARDENING TIPS FOR JUNE 

Another extraordinary year so far in terms of weather; it is a good 
thing, gardeners are optimists and adaptable to growing conditions. 
There will always be a set of plants which will thrive whatever the 
weather! Have a look and see how your garden perennials are 
performing, extreme weather showcases hardiness, sheltered micro-
climates and the effects of drought. 

April was so cold and dry, but most of the damaged I observed was 
wind chill on blackberry leaves and one rose. Box hedges looked very 
dehydrated, again due to drying winds. Only a few ground level frosts 
were noted. The daily chilly cold resulted in fewer slugs and snails and 
weeds were held back too. The worst affected shrub for me was Fatsia 
japonica ‘Spider’s Web’, the large leaves turned black;’ wrapping the 
plant in horticultural fleece helped reduce the damage. Fatsia japonica 
with plain green leaves was much less affected, only suffering from a 
few slightly discoloured (not black) leaves, which hung down. 
Greenhouse plants loved the sunny warm days becoming rather large 
with some held back from planting out due to the continued frosty 
mornings. Anywhere in the garden that gave shelter from the north 
chill benefitted from the lovely sunny days. 

Interestingly, although the top layer of soil became dust dry, 
underneath moisture was held but a few newly planted shrubs and 
hardy annuals did benefit from spot watering. Homemade compost 
distributed all around the garden during winter helped in retaining 
moisture. 

The storm in early May, with strong winds, rain, and hail, stripped 
small trees of foliage and set fruit; alas the Mirabelle fruit have gone. 
The rain after the dry weeks brought great renewal and looking 
splendid in both flowers and strong plants are primulas, bluebells, 
honesty, camassia, Purple Sprouting Broccoli and apple blossom. My 
outstanding plant for many months has been procumbent rosemary, 
planted at the top of a drystone wall, in the driest soil of my whole 
garden and south facing; this has been flowering profusely.  

Here we are in June, looking forward, it is now or never, to plant out 
tender veg & annuals. Filling gaps, late sowings of annuals, beans and 
sweetcorn, and autumn vegetables. Sow wall flowers & Sweet William 
seeds to flower next year. 

What I have been most looking forward to is the start of early potato 
harvest. All my potatoes were planted on an old, neglected plot, the 
emerging shoots protected from frost by earthing up and then layers of 
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organically grown hay. Although some growing tips had been slightly 
caught by the frost, growth continued, the rain has probably arrived 
just in time to swell the tubers. These will be lifted carefully once the 
flowers and foliage die down; it is so annoying to put a fork through the 
best spuds when harvesting! 

This year I will be encouraging courgette plants to climb, a stout 
wooden stake is required, as the plant becomes longer, lower leaves 
are removed and the thick stem is tied to the stake; the benefits are 
more air around the plant to discourage disease, downy mildew, and to 
make the flowers more visible to pollinators. 

Sally Oates 

NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

EXTREME SPRING 

This spring is Extreme.  My garden thermometer, albeit a rather basic 
affair, recorded frosts on no less than 27 nights during April, making it 
the frostiest month I've recorded since the early 1980s, and by far my 
frostiest month outside the official winter period.  We were caught up 
in a ‘cold drought, a prolonged blackthorn winter’.  Everything stood 
still, including the grasses and crops, but at least the dandelions had a 
good time – thriving in the absence of any serious competition. 

Summer’s birds were slow to arrive, held up by northerlies emanating 
from the Arctic or worse (if there is worse).  For weeks, Culkerton 
hosted a lone swallow, which had arrived during a couple of 
illusionary warm days at the end of March.  It wasn’t until the wind 
switched round to the deep south that his friends and relations 
arrived, along with the village swifts and house martins.   

The dawn chorus was severely muted, and altogether absent on 
many occasions.  My upper garden cock blackbird, the celebrated 
Percy Bysshe, reared a brood without hardly singing a note.  Only 
when those two or three teenagers had finally flown, and the wind had 
veered southerly, did he ascend to the top of the Bramley apple tree, 
by now in full bloom, and do what he does best.  

The ash trees that have survived the recent Ash Dieback Disease 
blitzkriegs stood bare and barren.  This is just about the latest tree to 
come into leaf, and it will be interesting to see when they do come out, 
and in what numbers (it will also be interesting to see what replaces 
the felled roadside ash trees).   

As Fred Trueman used to bemoan on Test Match Special: “I don’t 
know what’s going off out there anymore...” (usually in reaction to runs 



20 

NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

being leaked through an untenanted third man boundary).   

I truly don’t.  This spring is like none other before it.  It is functioning 
way outside the bounds of any vernal normality – which are fairly 
abnormal at the best of times.   

I don’t think we can expect a normal summer after this.  The good 
news is that the Painted Lady butterfly has suddenly arrived in 
numbers, from its headquarters on the Saharan fringe.  Now, this 
pilgrim wanderer seldom gets it wrong, to turn up here during a 
rubbish summer.  But I really don’t know what’s going off out there 
anymore, and I want to see Gloucestershire’s James Bracey batting 
number three for England this summer. 

Matthew Oates  

KEMBLE AND DISTRICT RBL WOMEN’S SECTION 

I am pleased to announce that with the kind permission of Karen and 
Ian Czapiewski the members can come together for an afternoon 
garden meeting to celebrate the Centenary of the formation of the 
Royal British Legion on Friday 16 July.  

Rachel Marwick will be the guest speaker and she will bring along 
some of her beautiful exhibits. Rachel reuses postage stamps from all 
over the world to make the most amazing pictures. I can guarantee 
this afternoon will be of interest to both the RBL and the women’s 
section.  

In October it is planned to have speaker Guy Edwards OBE who 
served in the RAF for 35years, with many years on the Hercules 
Force at RAF Lyneham. He has also worked for the NHS as the 
deputy Director of Diagnostics and Outpatients.   

Further details about the group contact Pat Ayres secretary 770385 

KEMBLE  & EWEN WOMENS’ INSTITUTE 

The next meeting on Thursday 17 June at 3pm will take 
place at the Tavern pub indoors or outdoors weather 
dependant! The speakers that had been previously 
booked for this year have had to be jigged around as 
some meetings earlier this year didn’t take place so please look for up 
to date information on the village notice boards.  

If you would like to know more what we have planned for this year 
please contact me.  

Further details about the group contact Pat Ayres secretary 770385 
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R.O.W. BERRY 
HOUSE, PROPERTY & 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
TEL (01285) 658398 

MOBILE 07971 548962 

CALL THE MAN WHO CAN 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

DECKING 

FENCING LEAKS PATIOS 
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Rodmarton PCC is hugely grateful to all those from Rodmarton, 
Tarlton, Hazelton and Culkerton and further afield who give regularly 
by standing order to the work of the church in those places. If anyone 
else would like to help out by starting a standing order the PCC would 
be extremely  grateful. Please contact Simon Biddulph 21 Rodmarton 
GL7 6PE, simon.biddulph1@btinternet.com.  

mailto:simon.biddulph1@btinternet.com
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Specialist in airport transfers and  

long distance journeys. 

Friendly, flexible and reliable licensed service available 
day or night for pre booked journeys. 

All UK and European destinations. 

Central London a speciality. 

Credit card facilities available 

 Phil Bradley, Cornerstones, Stroud Road, Bisley 

Tel: 01452 770337 Mobile: 07802 154968 

office@cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk 

www.cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk 

Proud to have served the Cotswolds for more than a decade. 

 
• Plumbing and heating engineers 

• Boiler and AGA Service & Repairs 

• Local, reliable, est 1985 

http://www.heatserv.co.uk/ 

Oil fired specialists.  

Over 30 years experience. 

01285 821592 info@heatserv.co.uk 

mailto:office@cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk
http://www.cornerstoneschauffeurservice.co.uk/
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HF Property Services 

Landscaping – turfing, terraces, 
fencing 
Painting & Decorating – interior and 
exterior 
Building - renovation/extensions 

Contact: 07887 591971/01285 850672 
www.hf-limited.co.uk 

Garden Care 

Reliable Professional Service 

We don’t let you down we come when we say 

Mowing, Strimming, Hedge-cutting, Rotavating, 

All Garden Jobs - Regular Visits 

07394 548866 

http://www.hasslefreeliving.com/
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CLOSING DATE FOR THE JULY/AUGUST MAGAZINE 

Contributions should be sent to Bob Merrill at Glebe House, Coates, 
GL7 6NU. Telephone 07866 972389 or by e-mail to the Watershed 
magazine at  watershedmag@gmail.com. Articles should be in Arial 
font at 11 point with formatting kept as simple as possible. The 
editor reserves the right to edit any articles. Articles should be 
submitted by 12 June at the latest for inclusion in the next 
month’s issue. 

ADVERTISING IN THE WATERSHED 

If you wish to advertise in our parish magazine please contact Bob 
Merrill at Glebe House, Coates, GL7 6NU. Mobile 07866 972389 or by 
e-mail to the Watershed magazine at  watershedmag@gmail.com. 
Adverts at a third of a page cost £15 for a single issue or £60 for 6 
months. Adverts at half a page cost £23 for a single issue or £90 for 6 
months. The magazine is published 10 times every year; July/August 
and December/January are joint editions.  

CIRENCESTER EATING DISORDER SUPPORT 
GROUP 

Monthly meetings are now being held in Coates 
village hall the next one being on Wednesday 2 
JUNE at 7.30pm.  

A local ‘Samaritan’ as asked if he could come along to sit in. 
Everything is confidential but it is hoped that by hearing and listening 
to each other that this will also give an insight of each other’s support 
that we give to those in need.   

Further details can be obtained from Pat on 770385. 

TIME OUT 

The Time Out Bible discussion group for mothers of school age 
children in the benefice is not meeting for the foreseeable future. Julie 
is looking at the possibility of setting up a virtual meeting. 

For more details please contact Julie on 770123 or email 
julieallen47@btinternet.com or juliepaulmorton@onetel.com 

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL 
If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email I 
am very happy to add you to my list of those who do. This would not 
replace your delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some 
colour!  Just let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com 
Bob Merrill 

mailto:julieallen47@btinternet.com
mailto:juliepaulmorton@onetel.com
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
Watershed Editor Bob Merrill        07866 972389 

Watershed Treasurer Janet Loines 841578 

COATES 

Coates Parish Council Chair Richard Harrison 771449 

Coates Parish Council Clerk Caroline Coates 770757 

Coates Gardening Club Margaret Reynolds 771354 

Coates Social Club secretary Tara Davidson 07948 966957   

Coates Tree Warden Simon Large 07714 220558 

Coates Village Hall Lynn Vaughan  770876  

Coates Neighbourhood Watch John Dobson 07808 095553  
Coates Snow Warden Peter Tugwell 

FRAMPTON MANSELL 

Frampton Mansell Village Hall Bookings 07710 878987  

RODMARTON 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Chair Mark Grimes 770289 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Clerk Susan Hare ex-dir 

Rodmarton School  Mrs Musty 841284 

Rodmarton Village Hall Jasper Biddulph 770230 

SAPPERTON 

Parish Council Chair  Sarah Osborn Smith  760805 Sapperton and 
FM PC Clerk Barbara (Babs) Maloney 760276 

Sapperton Snow Warden Mark Franklin 760226 

Sapperton Tree Warden Paul Dingley 760788 

Sapperton Village Hall Sheila Dingley 760788 

Sapperton School  760325 

OTHERS 

Royal British Legion  

Good Companions Neeve Vizor 655175 

Watershed RDA Kathy Mottershead 07979 853907 

Cirencester Eating Disorder Support Group  Pat Ayres 770385 

Cotswold District Councillors 

Ermin Ward  Julia Judd 07853 383874 

Kemble Ward  Tony Berry 770220 

Gloucestershire County Councillor 

 Stephen Hirst 01666 504213  

Member of Parliament          Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 01452 371630 

Cirencester Hospital  655711 

Tetbury Hospital  01666 502336 

Police non emergency (24hrs)  101 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

JUNE 

Tuesday 1 7pm Coates Annual Parish Meeting 

Wednesday 2 7.30pm BEAT meeting in Coates Village Hall 

Monday 14 7.30pm Extraordinary Meeting of Coates Parish 

Council 

Thursday 17 10.30am Coffee, Cake & Chat  

Thursday 17 3pm Kemble & Ewen Women’s Institute 

meeting 

Saturday 26  Coates Reunion & BBQ 

JULY 

Monday 5 7.30pm Coates Parish Council Meeting 

Sunday 18  Bastille Day Boules Competition in 

Coates 


