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REV PEPITA WALKER  760211 

READERS 

Liz Collins   770698 

Karen Czapiewski  770255 

SPORTILY MINISTER  

Luke Campbell  07949 111509 

COATES 
Church Warden: Nigel Pollock 770881 

Secretary PCC Alison Pollock  770881 

Treasurer PCC Dickie Randall 771300  

 

SAPPERTON WITH FRAMPTON MANSELL 

Rev Pepita Walker  760211 

Church Wardens: 

ST LUKE’S  Elizabeth Twinch 762897 

  John Thorogood  762861  

Flowers  Pam Thorogood 762861  

ST KENELM’S Mark Hamer 760715 

Rotas  Elizabeth Twinch 762897 

Treasurer PCC Charles Houldsworth 760300 

RODMARTON AND TARLTON (Chapel of Ease) 

Church Wardens 

RODMARTON  Richard Marlowe  770401  

  Philippa Herbert  07974 422272  

TARLTON (Chapel Warden) Jasper Biddulph 770230 

Flower Team Leader Alex Bransby 07981 793251 

Secretary PCC Jane Marlowe 770401 

Treasurer PCC  Simon Biddulph 841462 

For those with access to the internet the following links will take you to our 
website pages:  

For the calendar: http://thamesheadchurches.org.uk/calendar/  

For an outline of all our Sunday services:  

http://www.thamesheadchurches.org.uk/services/ 

The Thameshead Benefice 

St. Matthew, Coates: All Saints, Kemble: St. Michael and All Angels, Poole Keynes: St. 
Kenelm, Sapperton with St. Luke, Frampton Mansell:  St. Peter, Rodmarton with St. 

Osmund, Tarlton: All Saints, Somerford Keynes with All Saints, Shorncote  
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES IN THE BENEFICE 

1 June  Sixth Sunday after Easter 

 10.00 Sapperton Benefice Holy Communion with  
   Bishop Robert 

 11.00 Rodmarton Said Morning Prayer followed by The 
   Big Lunch 

8 June  Seventh Sunday after Easter 

 10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Kemble Pentecost Picnic at Windmill Park 

 11.00 Rodmarton Holy Communion 

 11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 

15 June  Trinity Sunday 

 9.30 Coates Morning Prayer 

 10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer with Source Seekers 

 10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Somerford Keynes Holy Communion 

22 June  First Sunday in Trinity 

 08.00 Tarlton Holy Communion BCP 

 10.00 Somerford Keynes Combined Benefice Service 

 18.00 Rodmarton Evening Prayer 

29 June  Second Sunday in Trinity 

 09.30 Coates Morning Prayer 

 10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer 

 10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Rodmarton St Peter’s Patronal Holy Communion 

6 July  Third Sunday in Trinity 

 10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Kemble Garden Praise at The Old Forge 

 11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 

 11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 
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VIEW FROM WOODSTOCK 

St Kyneburga. I wonder if you know anything about this saint. I wonder 
if you can pronounce the name, let alone spell it. Living in the Diocese 
of Gloucester we should know about her. She lived in the eighth 
century and was a co-foundress and abbess of the first religious 
community which existed where our cathedral is now. 

In 2013 it was decided that the Diocese would like to recognise those 
who have given much of their time in furthering the work of God in 
Gloucestershire – and so the Company of St Kyneburga was formed. 
The award may be given to both the laity and the clergy. 

We already have two members of the Company of St Kyneburga in 
the benefice [maybe there are more but I only know of the two]. On 17 
June, in the Cathedral another is to be added. I am honoured that I 
have been invited to become a member of the Company. 

I would like to thank you all for the way you have supported me over 
the years, churchwardens, congregations and communities have 
always been there to support me in my work. I pray that I will be able 
to do so in the future. 

With love and blessings.  

Pepita 

THAMESHEAD PEWSLETTER 

Have you ever missed something you would like to have taken part in 
because you didn’t hear it announced or see the Facebook post? 

Thameshead Benefice is trying to improve how it communicates, so 
we have started an email newsletter for services, events and infor-
mation from Thameshead, Gloucester Diocese and Sportily. 

If you would like to receive this, please send the details in the box be-
low to Juliette Jago at juliettek@btinternet.com. 

Thameshead Churches will only use this information to send you 
emails about services, events and information from Thameshead, 
Sportily and Gloucester Diocese. 

If you would be like to stop receiving the Pewsletter emails at any 
time, please contact:  office@thamesheadchurches.org.uk 

I would like to receive Thameshead Pewsletter emails; 

Name:  

Email address: 

mailto:office@thamesheadchurches.org.uk
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AN AFTERNOON WITH  

BISHOP 
RACHEL 

WOMEN & THE JUSTICE SYSTEM. 

Q & A, when YOU can ask YOUR 
questions. 

Thursday 19 June 

2pm to 4.30pm 

Kindly hosted by Margaret Bush at 
Bridge Farm, Poole Keynes GL7 6EG 

Interested? Want to know more?  

Contact:  

 Lucinda Turner 07881 825895 

 Julie Morton 07784 790395 

 Aileen Shaw 07807 199602  

 Julie Allen 07704 892029 

Thameshead 

Ladies 

Connection 

#TLC 
 

Come & Join us  
All welcome 
CREAM TEAS 

BEAT EATING DISORDERS 

Cirencester Eating Disorders support 
group now meet in Cherington village hall 
on the first Wednesday of each month 
from 7.30pm. A mum and daughter 
facilitate the evening both having firsthand 
experiences of being a sufferer and a carer.  

Contact Sarah 13macsarah@gmail.com 

I am standing in for them for the next meeting on 4 June whilst they 
are on holiday.  

Pat Ayres 

mailto:13macsarah@gmail.com
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NEWS FROM COATES 

“Delicious sweet & savoury home bakes, gluten-free too, 
proper coffee, various teas & decaf at this friendly 

event” 

NEXT: Tuesday 17 June & 15 July 

(always the 3rd Tuesday of the month) 
10.30am to 12 noon Coates Village Hall 

Takeaway bakes from 11.45am, they go fast! 
 

£4 Two bakes of your choice + bottomless tea/coffee        

£1.50   Bottomless tea/coffee  

Well behaved dogs welcome  

See our notices on the village hall notice board & Coates 
parish website or contact us on 07794 678928 

KEMBLE & DISTRICT RBLWS 

The branch Standards of the RBL 
and  Women’s section were invited 
to attend the VE80 afternoon 
ceremony at the Cotswold District 
offices to’ raise the flag’ in 
May. They will be on parade again 
for Armed Forces during the week 
commencing 16 June.  
It is important to remember and acknowledge those that serve and 
Kemble and District Standard Bearers are honoured to do so.  
The Cirencester branch of the RBL have arranged a coach outing to 
the National Memorial Arboretum for 2 August. Further information 
awaited. I am taking the names of anyone interested to pass onto their 
secretary.  
The Tavern and Kemble RBLWS are planning an event to mark VJ80 
over the weekend of 16/17 August. Look out for details.  

Pat Ayres Chair W/S  
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COATES CINEMA CLUB  
A new season of films for 2025 with 
screenings on 2nd Thursday of each month. 
Doors open at 7pm screening at 7.30pm.   

Members are given a choice of films for the 
next two months to vote for and the film with the 
most votes is screened at the following month 

Annual membership is £40 Guest tickets £5 

Thursday 12 June   

CONCLAVE cert 12 

Cardinal Lawrence has one of the world's most secretive and ancient 
events, participating in the selection of a new pope. Surrounded by 
powerful religious leaders in the halls of the Vatican, he soon 
uncovers a trail of deep secrets that could shake the very foundation 
of the Roman Catholic Church. 

Next Film in July : Joy 

For more information please contact  

Simon Large at simon.large@sky.com 07714 220 558 

Save the date and start planting! 

Saturday 6 September  
Please look out for the schedule on the 

Village Noticeboard, in the  
Coates Village email newsletter or  

on the Coates Village Facebook page 
Or email tara@tarajane.co.uk for more info 

mailto:simon.large@sky.com
mailto:tara@tarajane.co.uk
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NEWS FROM SAPPERTON AND  
FRAMPTON MANSELL 

SERVICE AND COFFEE 

We hold a said communion service, followed 
by coffee on the first Tuesday of the month. 
The next one will be on Tuesday 3 June at 
Woodstock in Frampton Mansell. The service 

will start at 11am with coffee and a natter 
at 11.30am. We would love to see you for 
either or both. Want to know more?  

Need a lift? Phone Pepita or Paul on 
760211 



10 



11 

 

 

 

It has been a very busy few weeks at Sapperton Primary School. We 
celebrated the 80th Anniversary of VE Day with a street party in our 
beautiful playground setting. Children baked cakes, made special 
hats and learnt about what happened 80 years ago. Our Year 5s 
enjoyed a morning out at an Ultimate Frisbee competition and Year 
6s had lots of fun at a post- SATs Retreat.  

Our School Council are monitoring speed in the village with the 
ultimate aim of reducing the speed limit. With the community and 
local police officers supporting us in our campaign, we feel confident 
we can make a real difference.  

www.sappertonschool.org                                           01285 760325 

To nurture faith; to inspire success 

http://www.sappertonschool.org
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NEWS FROM RODMARTON, TARLTON, 
CULKERTON AND HAZLETON 

RODMARTON, TARLTON, CULKERTON AND HAZLETON  

SERVICES 

These are listed at the front of the Watershed, but please note 
especially: 

• Thursday 5 June at 9pm - Benefice Compline at St Osmund’s, 
Tarlton (as part of Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Walks and 
Compline at each parish in the Benefice between Ascension 
Day and Pentecost) 

• Sunday 8 June at 11am - Whitsun Holy Communion, 
Rodmarton, led by Rev Pepita Walker 

• Sunday 29 June at 11am - St Peter’s Patronal Festival Holy 
Communion, Rodmarton, led by Fr Julian Wilson 

NEWS AND EVENTS 

Big Summer Lunch and Fun Dog Show Sunday 1 June. 
Rodmarton Village Hall 12noon to 4pm Please join us for a delicious 
Summer Lunch, with festivities, food and friends.  Folk Music with the 
Avening Brass Band, Pimm’s and Wine Bar, Big Pudding and Cake 
Auction, Floral Table Decoration Competition, Fun Dog Agility Course, 
Tug of War and traditional Children’s Games.  For enquiries and 
tickets: 07974 422272 or 07896 311924. 

ST OSMUND’S TARLTON URGENTY NEEDS YOUR HELP!  

St Osmund’s is open daily from 10am – 4pm and it is there for all as a 
welcome haven of peace to use for prayer or to visit and enjoy its calm 
atmosphere and the beautiful stained-glass windows by Tom Denny. It 
is much loved by visitors and villagers alike.  It also holds a monthly 
Holy Communion service and other special services throughout the 
year including Christingle, Christmas Eve Candlelit Carol Service, the 
Feast of the Kings (Epiphany), Easter Eve Lighting the Easter Candle, 
the Rogation service and procession in May and Harvest Festival.   

A few fresh flowers make all the difference to its feeling cherished and 
welcoming, not just for services, but also for visitors at any time.  If 
you wish to help keep our beautiful chapel-of-ease decorated with 
fresh flowers, and can offer occasional help, or join our flower rota, it 
would be greatly appreciated.  Please call Jane on 01285 770401.  
Thank you. 

Food Bank collection points are in both St Osmund’s Tarlton and St 
Peter’s Rodmarton.   
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Hello again from Rodmarton School. It may have been a very short 
term but it’s certainly been a busy one! 

May saw Rodmarton School pupils take place in many sporting 
events. Children from Years 3 and 4 headed to Kingshill School in 
Cirencester to take part in Mini-Olympics. There were a wide range of 
activities to try, including handball, tennis, Boccia, kurling, badminton 
and table tennis to name but a few. The children had great fun and 
Rodmarton came away with the certificate for the school 
demonstrating the most determination. Years 3 and 4 were back at 
Kingshill later in the month to try their hand (or should that be foot) at 
kick rounders! Children in Year 5 and 6 were also at Kingshill School 
for a competitive netball tournament, with many local schools 
represented. Rodmarton showed amazing talent and courage against 
the opposition and had a great time as well. 

Both Acorn and Sapling class headed to Bristol for a joint science trip 
to the Bristol Aquarium and We The Curious. Acorn class had fun 
learning about life in the oceans across our planet; a particular 
highlight being the opportunity to feed the fish. Whilst Sapling class 
had a fantastic time exploring We The Curious, experimenting with 
light, bubbles and rainbows before setting off on a space adventure in 
the 3D planetarium. Thanks to the Friends of Rodmarton PTA for 
funding this excellent trip. 

Rodmarton School excelled again in the Gloucestershire Young 
Photographer of the Year competition. Congratulations to all that 
entered and with special mention to Charlotte, Freddie and Max, 
whose entries were of such high quality they were selected to feature 
in the organiser’s audio-visual presentation. 

Our Year 6 pupils have been working hard at their SATs this month 
and celebrated with a well-deserved meal out at Pizza Express. 
Attention is now on the much-anticipated Oak class end of year 
performance. Watch this space for more news on the chosen show 
and where you can catch it! 

Heading into the summer term we have many events lined up and 
hope the community can join us. In addition to the end of year show, 
plans are afoot for a summer gathering on Sunday 13 July – do save 
the date! 
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KEMBLE AND EWEN WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

All welcome to come along to hear Nasim Desai speak 
about Zanzibar and the 1964 Revolution on Thursday 19 
June at 3pm in The Tavern pub function room Kemble.  
Nasim is a very popular speaker and is no stranger to our institute. 
Delicious cake and hot drinks. A good raffle too. Visitors pay £5.  

Pat Ayres - Secretary 01285 770385 

 

R.O.W. BERRY 
HOUSE, PROPERTY & 

GARDEN MAINTENANCE 
TEL (01285) 658398 

MOBILE 07971 548962 

CALL THE MAN WHO CAN 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

DECKING 

FENCING LEAKS PATIOS 



15 

OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON 

GARDENING TIPS FOR JUNE 

The essential state of being is to enjoy our summer whatever it may 
bring weatherwise; so far this seems to be the year of exceeding 
previous weather records. The extraordinary dry and hot weather in 
May took us into June, garden wise a month early. Roots really matter 
in these conditions; bulbous and deep-rooted established flora revelled 
in the extra sunlight. 

Augment your garden enjoyment options. A few tweaks in plant 
choices can make such a difference. For sunny days sit or dine in 
amongst the flowers in sun and semi shade, encircle a favourite place 
with lots of seasonal colour, tall, short, in pots or other containers. For 
really hot weather, a shade garden under a mature tree is a delight, 
with mown lawn and tall ferns. Leaves in a multitude of green colours 
and different shapes adds to the cooling effect.  For rainy days looking 
from comfy chairs through windows, check your views, each window 
can have a different colour theme. I love my greenhouse for cool or 
wet days, a bistro set, table and two chairs inside doubles as potting 
table. Large pots grow Pineapple Guava, Loquat, shrubby Salvia, and 
Cobaea scandens alba. Mexican Daisy, Erigeron karvinskianus 
informally self-seeds in the paved floor. 

Bountiful harvests this month, rewards for earlier sowings, broad 
beans, lettuce, radish, beetroot, carrots, summer spinach, and peas. 

‘Sowing in dust grow they must’ continued to surprise during May, 
although given a helpful water when sowing, it was miraculous when 
broad rows of carrot seedlings appeared. Low tunnels of fine mesh do 
help to retain some moisture, thankfully received by seedlings and 
almost imperceptible to humans. During intense heat and sunlight light 
shade from the mesh is also beneficial for both germinating seedlings 
and transplanted young plants. Some plants revel in heat; sweetcorn, 
melons and zinnias. Large sections of tomato plants inadvertently 
broken or as cuttings can be easily rooted in water and replanted. 

Cooler and moister soil broadens the list of seeds to sow; salad crops, 
lettuce, salad leaf mixes, cucumbers, radish, spring onions, chicory, 
endive, autumn broad beans, French beans, beetroot, carrots, 
Florence fennel, kale, broccoli, turnips and Swiss chard. Flowers to 
sow now; hellebores, sweet William, and wallflowers for next year. 

Summer pruning of fruit trees focuses on shaping, limiting growth and 
for apples shortening leaders on spur fruiting types. Now is the time to 
prune all the stone fruit trees, plums, greengages, peach and apricots, 
avoiding fruit of course. After summer flowering shrubs have finished 



16 

in bloom, remove about one third of the old wood to encourage new 
shoots for next years flowers, and give trees and shrubs a liquid feed 
of ‘Tomorite’ or home-made nettle and comfrey fertilizer, diluted 1:10. 

Weeding is an important task now, remember ‘one year’s weeding 
saves seven years seeding’. Learn to recognise weed seedlings from 
an early stage when they are much easier to remove. Mulches prevent 
weeds germinating and keeping soil moist. 

Sally Oates 

OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

SPRING OF 2025, EULOGY AND REALITY 

We seem to be heading for our sunniest spring ever.  That should be 
a cause for great celebration, but our farmers and growers 
desperately need rain and much of our wildlife does too, not to 
mention the gardens.  Potatoes may be rather small and expensive 
this year – and imported fruit too.     

For the record, we had 444mm (17.5”! - ed) of rain during a 
preposterously wet autumn and 286mm (11”! - ed) during the soggy 
winter months.  That means that groundwater and reservoir levels are 
reasonably high.  Then the great plumber in the sky switched the tap 
off, on 27 February to be precise.  Since then, 6mm of rain fell during 
March, and 21mm during April (including 15mm on the night of the 
22nd).  None fell between the early hours of St George’s Day and the 
evening of 11 May, when we had the lightest of showers (3mm).  
Then another big and bold anticyclone developed.   

This has been the most wonderful spring for blossom.  First, the 
deepest Blackthorn ‘snow’.  Male sallows (‘Pussy Willow’) flamed 
golden, then in early May the female trees cast myriad seeds to drift 
on the breeze (this coincided with dandelion seeding time).  Fruit trees 
were adorned with blossom, especially the apples – though rain is 
needed to swell the fruit, and to prevent the trees from dropping the 
crop.  Magnolias, for once, flowered long and well, unblemished by 
frost.  The Horse Chestnuts have been magnificent, bearing 
candelabras of white or red blossom; and Hawthorn time arrived early 
- in early May. 

Your resident entomologist would like to be able to report that all this 
blossom was well tendered by pollinating insects, buzzing with a 
contentment of bees and hoverflies; but numbers of most pollinating 
insects have been relatively low, due to the knock-on impact of last 
year’s insect annus horribilis.  Much has depended on the presence 
and absence of hive bees.  Spring insects have, though, lived 
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CLOSING DATE FOR THE MAGAZINE 

Contributions should be sent by e-mail to the Watershed magazine at  
watershedmag@gmail.com. Articles should be in Arial font at 11 point 
with formatting kept as simple as possible. The editor reserves the 
right to edit any articles. Articles should be submitted by the 12th 
of the preceding month for inclusion in the next month’s issue. 

GET YOUR WATERSHED BY EMAIL 
If you would like to receive a copy of the parish magazine by email I 
am very happy to add you to my list of those who do. This may not 
replace your delivered copy but you would get it earlier and with some 
colour!  Just let me know by email at watershedmag@gmail.com 

unusually long, having not been blasted away by pulses of foul and 
abusive weather.  Orange Tip and Brimstone butterflies have 
wandered far and wide.   

This is likely to be the Summer of the Cabbage White.  Net those 
cabbages!  Numbers of Large and Small Whites were unusually high 
during late April and early May.  Last summer clobbered the parasitic 
wasps that regulate their numbers.  In rural districts, they breed mainly 
on Brassica (cabbage family) crops sown along field margins as wild 
bird and/or pheasant feed strips.  They can also cross The Channel as 
migrants and may be massing in France.   

Watch this space… 

Matthew Oates 

OATES NOTES FROM CULKERTON (cont) 

ADVERTISING IN THE WATERSHED 

If you wish to advertise in our parish magazine please e-mail 
Watershed magazine at  watershedmag@gmail.com. Advert a third of 
a page cost £15 for a single issue or £60 for 6 months. Adverts half a 
page cost £23 for a single issue or £90 for 6 months. The magazine is 
published 10 times every year; July/August and December/January 
are joint editions. Avoid using PDF files as they do not reproduce well;  
Word documents and picture files are best.  Please keep formatting 
simple to allow me to modify if necessary. 

Copy for next month’s magazine to be with me by the 12th of the 
preceding month. 
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USEFUL TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Watershed Editor Bob Merrill        07866 972389 

Watershed Treasurer Janet Loines 841578 

COATES 

Coates Parish Council Chair Robbie Whitfield 07872 027100  

Coates Parish Council Clerk Alan Moorcroft 641375  

Coates Village Club secretary Tara Davidson  07948 966957  

Coates Tree Warden Simon Large 07714 220558 

Coates Village Hall Bookings 07818 192587  

Coates Neighbourhood Watch John Dobson 07808 095553  

Coates Snow Warden Peter Tugwell 770314/07860 718209 

FRAMPTON MANSELL 

Frampton Mansell Village Hall Bookings 07710 878987  

RODMARTON 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Chair Mark Grimes 770289 

Rodmarton & Tarlton PC Clerk Susan Hare ex-dir 

Rodmarton School  Matthew Smith  841284 

Rodmarton Village Hall Jasper Biddulph 770230 

SAPPERTON 

Parish Council Chair  Sarah Osborn Smith  07836 512538 
Sapperton and FM PC Clerk Barbara (Babs) Maloney 07958 116 
794  

Sapperton Snow Warden Mark Franklin 760226 

Sapperton Village Hall Bookings 07771 006848  

Sapperton School Head Gary Price 760325 

OTHERS 

Watershed RDA Kathy Mottershead 07979 853907 

Cirencester Eating Disorder Support Group  Pat Ayres 770385 

COTSWOLD DISTRICT COUNCILLORS 

Ermin Ward Julia Judd 07853 383874 

 julia.judd@cotswold.gov.uk 

Kemble Ward Mike McKeown   07785 362573 
  mike.mckeown@cotswold.gov.uk 

Gloucestershire County Councillor   Ian Watson 07830 867356  

Member of Parliament           Roz Savage MBE  01285 300555  

Cirencester Hospital  0300 421 6200 

Tetbury Hospital  01666 502336 

Police non emergency (24hrs)  101 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

JUNE 

Sunday 1 12noon Rodmarton Summer Lunch & Fun Dog 
Show 

Tuesday 3 11am Frampton Mansell Service & Coffee  

Wednesday 4 7.30pm BEAT meeting in Cherington village hall 

Friday 6 6.30pm Coates Village Club Quiz Night 

Saturday 7 1pm Cotswold Highland Games & Dog Show 

Wednesday 11 10am Frampton Mansell Craft Group 

Thursday 12 7pm Coates Cinema Night Conclave 

Saturday 14 6pm Coates Village Club Charity Cocktails 

Tuesday 17 10.30am Coffee, Cake & Chat Coates Village Hall 

Thursday 19 2pm Thameshead Ladies Connection with 
Bishop Rachel 

Thursday 19 3pm Kemble & Ewen WI meeting 

Saturday 21  Frampton Mansell Midsummer Madness 

Saturday 21 7pm Coates Big Village Quiz 

 


