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March Services 
All our services are for everyone so please join wherever you wish and all visitors are always welcome. We are one church 
family with several buildings and many villages. In addiƟon to ‘normal’ worship services in our buildings everyone is 
invited to join the services that are streamed online from All Saints Kemble. To join these please go to ‘The Sunday 
Service’ or follow this link: hƩps://thesundayservice.gallery.video/thamesheadcofe from here you can join our worship 
live or share in recent services at any convenient Ɵme. We have a calendar on the website which will be kept up to date. 

If you would like help or assistance please message us at rector@thamesheadchurches.org.uk and we will get in touch 
with you. 

 
 
 

 

March services       
03.03.24 Lent 3 10.00 Kemble Communion (streamed) + Children’s Church 

    10.00 Poole Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Somerford Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Frampton Mansell Holy Communion + APCM 
    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
10.03.24 Mothering Sunday 9.30 Coates Holy Communion 

  Lent 4 10.00 Kemble Morning Source all age (streamed) 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton Holy Communion 

17.03.24 Lent 5 9.30 Coates Morning Prayer 
    10.00 Kemble Morning Prayer (streamed) 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Somerford Keynes Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Frampton Mansell Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
    18.00 33 West Hay Grove Evening Source 

24.03.24 Palm Sunday 9.45 Somerford Keynes Meet at church for prayer before… 

    10.00   …walk via Poole Keynes to Kemble… 

    c11.00 Kemble …Morning Prayer 
    11.00 Rodmarton VH Meet at Village Hall to process to… 
      Rodmarton Church …Morning Prayer with Liturgy of the Palms 
28.03.23 Maundy Thursday 19.30 Kemble Holy Communion 

29.03.23 Good Friday 9.30 Coates Procession from War Memorial 
    11.00 Kemble Meditation 

    12:00 Sapperton Meditation 

    13.45 Frampton Mansell Meditation 

    14.00 Somerford Keynes Wild & Messy Church 

    19.00 Rodmarton Compline 

30.03.23 Holy Saturday 18.00 Tarlton Easter Eve 

31.03.23 Easter Day 6.30 Poole Keynes Sunrise Holy Communion 
    8.00 Tarlton Holy Communion BCP 

  9.30 Coates Holy Communion 

    10.00 Kemble Holy Communion (streamed) 
    10.00 Poole Keynes Easter Praise 

    11.00 Somerford Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Frampton Mansell Holy Communion 

    11.00 Rodmarton Holy Communion 

April Services     
07.04.23 Easter 2 10.00 Kemble Communion (streamed) + Children’s Church 
  Low Sunday 10.00 Poole Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Somerford Keynes Holy Communion 

    11.00 Sapperton Holy Communion 

    11.00 Rodmarton Morning Prayer 
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View from Woodstock. March 2024 

As I write the rain is pouring down. It is cold. It is miserable. Will spring ever come? But look closer- there ae signs of 
new life everywhere. Masses of snowdrops, daffodils are doing their best to brighten up the garden, It won’t be too long 
before we will be able to forget about the unpleasantness of winter and leap forward into spring and summer. The only 
trouble with summer is that people start telling you how many days it is until Christmas! It will come only too quickly!                    
By the time you read this we will be well into Lent. I wonder whether you decided to give something up for Lent. I wonder 
whether you have managed to stick to your decision.  At New Year I heard Kathryn Jenkins and Aled Jones discussing 
New Year Resolutions. They agreed they had stopped making them because they always forgot them within a couple of 
days. Is that how we feel about Lenten resolutions?   

I prefer to try and take up something rather than give something up. There are so many things to choose from.                            
But now is the time when we get our examples from spring. Spring shows us how to step forward. Spring encourages us 
to know that summer will be with us  We will not have summer unless we enjoy spring first. Sometimes it takes longer to 
materialise but it always comes when it is ready. 

Is our faith like that? I don’t know about you but sometimes I know my faith wavers. I don’t think it ever goes away but 
there are times when it certainly wobbles around a bit. We all go through difficult times and it is good to know that God is 
there beside us however we are coping and even when we forget that He is there.  

I wonder if you remember The Footprint Prayer. Why not look it up and read it again. In difficult times it can be helpful.                
So as winter leads into spring and spring offers us the promise of summer I pray that your route forward in faith may 
continue to progress as well.    

 

                                                          With love and blessings. Pepita. 

Kemble Church, Eco Church 

Kemble Church is part of a scheme called Eco Church, a project from A Rocha UK, which helps churches to care for 
God’s creation through their: worship and teaching; use of buildings; use of land; engagement with the community and 
individual lifestyles.  
 
Once again, the abundance of snowdrops, crocuses, aconites and daffodils in our churchyards, green spaces and gar-
dens has reminded us that January and February are not bleak months to be endured, but rather that there is plenty 
going on under the soil, and the promise of so much more to come with the start of spring on 20th March.  

There are now three bird boxes in the churchyard and three more in the Community gar-
dens ready to host their first residents.  

In the garden, March is the month of feeding, dividing, and sowing: getting the soil ready, 
perhaps with some lovely homemade compost; dividing perennial plants; and sowing 
seeds, remembering to include varieties that will attract bees and butterflies. If you have 
bird feeders, keep feeding the birds. If you have space for it, this is a good time to put in a 
small pond, one of the best things we can do for wildlife in our gardens. The grass is start-
ing to grow, but if it is cut too frequently or too short, it won’t be supporting much wildlife – 
you could consider letting it grow longer, or even set aside an area as a mini wildflower 
meadow. 

Here are some other ways we can join in: 

3 March: World Wildlife Day - a United Nations International day to celebrate all the 
world's wild animals and plants and the contribution that they make to our lives and the 
health of the planet. 
11 March to 17 March: Compost Week - prepare to turn waste into wonder! 

11 March to 17 March is also the Big Plastic Count – 12 billion pieces of plastic waste are thrown away in the UK every 
week. You can join in the campaign by counting every piece of plastic waste that you use in a week and reporting back 
at www.thebigplasticcount.com. 
15 March to 31 March: The Great British Spring Clean - Keep Britain Tidy’s annual national clean-up. 
22 March: World Water Day - to encourage changing the way we use, consume and manage water in our lives.  
23 March Earth Hour – switch off the lights for an hour at 8.30pm. For more information visit www.earthhour.org 
 

 

Rachel and Juliette Jago on behalf of Kemble PCC 
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Kemble News and Events 

Kemble Village Hall 200 Club  

Congratulations to winners drawn at February’s Kemble 
Rural Cinema - ( 16th Anniversary ) 

Jan 24 – No 131 – Maria & Jack Hillier 

Feb 24 – No 61 – John & Tessa TarraƩ 

MEMORIAL LILY AT EASTER 

 

If you would like a lily ‘in memory of a loved one’ 
to be included in this year’s Easter floral ar-
rangements can you please contact either Pat 

Ferris or Julia Clarke by Sunday 17th March.   A contribu-
tion of £5.00 per lily towards the cost would be appreciat-
ed.   

Many thanks 

Julia Clarke   Pat Ferris 

770472   770756 

Kemble and Ewen Women’s Institute 

 

All welcome to the Tavern on Thursday March 21st at 3pm 
when we are having a workshop on how to crochet a 
Brooch. Please come along and join with the members.  

Pat Ayres  secretary 01285 770385 
ayrescares50@gmail.com 
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 ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - KEMBLE AND DISTRICT BRANCH 

 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY – 2024 

 

Our AGM and talks will all be held in Kemble Village Hall starting at 7:00pm 

 

Thursday 28th March - “Charles Taylor: My Part in his Downfall” 

Branch social meeting where Alun Crapper will talk through some highlights from his army career. 

 

Thursday 27th June - “Warren Hastings and the East India Company” 

Branch social meeting where David Russell will show the military influence a commercial Company exercised in the 
Far East in period 1600-1850. 

 

Thursday 24th October  

Our Annual General Meeting will start at 7:00pm, following the RBL Women’s Section AGM. 

The talk following the AGM has yet to be arranged. Any volunteers? 

 

Sunday 10th  November 

Our Branch Remembrance Day Service will be at All Saints’ Church Kemble Annual Remembrance Day Service start-
ing at 10.00am.    

This Service is for everybody – not just Legion members.  

After the Service, refreshments will be served in Kemble Village Hall. 

 

Friday 6th December – Christmas Meal – Thames Head Inn 

This popular annual event has been arranged for the above date and members will be receiving more information 
nearer the time. 

Membership of Kemble & District Royal British Legion is open to active members in the Services, those who have 
served and those who haven’t been in the Services and wish to support Services personnel. 

If you have served, please join this local RBL branch. 

If you would like more information, please contact me for details or check out the British Legion website:  

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/things-to-do/membership/become-a-member 

Ian Czapiewski – Branch Secretary – 07711 015168 

Kemble and Ewen Craft Group need donations of knitting wool please. 

Our group over the last 10 years has supported many charities with vari-
ous crafts. These include over 30 blankets for The Big Yellow Bus for the 
homeless, baby hats for local hospitals amongst others. We also knitted 
hearts for those isolated by Covid in hospital and separated from loved 
ones, one for each of them. 

At present we are knitting blankets to go to the food bank in Cirencester 
where they are given to clients as part of  Winter Warmer packs. These 
packs are gifted to those who are struggling with high heating costs and 

include a selection of items to help ease the cold. 

 Please Contact Anne on 07817 790168 if you can help.  

Kemble and District Poppy Appeal 

A BIG THANKYOU from ME to You – I have just received a leƩer from the Poppy Appeal Office in Aylesford thanking me for my 25 

years of collecƟng of which I (we) sent into the appeal  £148,222.90p- which is just so brilliant. I hope that you will conƟnue to ‘dig 

deep’ for this annual appeal and give Rachel Roffe of Somerford Keynes the new PAO your conƟnued support.  

Pat Ayres MBE 
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Poole Keynes News and Events 

Film Club Friday 1st March 

2pm and 8pm  
The Great Escaper is a 2023 biographical drama film  starring Michael 
Caine and Glenda Jackson. It is based on the true story of 89-year-old Brit-
ish World War II Royal Navy veteran Bernard Jordan who "broke out" of 
his nursing home to attend the 70th anniversary D-Day commemorations in 
France in June 2014 

If you would like to join us as a guest the cost is £3.50 per person  

To book please email pkfilmclub23@gmail.com  as seating is limited and 
booking is essential 

Poole Keynes 100 Club  

The winner for the February 100 club draw is number 27 

Congratulations to the lucky winner Katy Messenger  

Pop Up for Prostate Cancer  

 

I just wanted to say a huge “Thank You” to everyone who supported my Pop Up for Prostate Cancer Charity Events it is 
truly appreciated  

In October we held a ladies film night with Prosecco and popcorn screening the coming of age film” Are You There God 
Its Me Margaret” starring Rachel McAdams and Katy Burke 

It was a really great evening with canapes, lots of chatting, followed by the film with popcorn and prosecco 

In January we held a Quiz Night which sold out very quickly. The question master, Terry Keogh, managed to keep con-
trol of the crowd who at some points were quite rowdy. The final scores were so close with only a couple of points be-
tween the top 4 teams but the winners were Missing Link  

My thanks to Terry and his wife Gill, Sally and Neil Cook for running the bar and everyone who supported the event and 
donated some delicious desserts and a special thank you to Ben at The Thames Head Inn and Penny of Moke Fine 
Wines for their contribution to the raffle   

Thanks to the generosity of those who supported these events a grand total of £980 was sent to Prostate Cancer UK  

Prostate Cancer UK's top priority is funding research to stop prostate cancer killing men. They are investing millions to 
find better treatments and better tests that can spot fast-growing cancers early, and could be used in a screening pro-
gramme to save thousands of lives and to fund specialist nurses who support men having treatment for prostate cancer 
and those who are living with the disease. Funds are also used to highlight awareness of the disease to help with early 
diagnosis and save more men’s lives 

Thank you  

Judith      
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Farming Matters 

Although there are some serious conflicts occurring in various parts of the world at the moment, devastating the lives 
of those involved, there is a more subtle battle going on closer to home, for our countryside. Various government envi-
ronmental schemes, the desire for more housing and the financial attraction of renewable energy are all competing for 
land which would otherwise be growing essential and often low environmental impact food. 

We saw the impact that French farmers’ protests have had on the transport network in France, but the lower profile 
wrath felt by Welsh farmers has not yet reached this level of disruption. Last week 3000 farmers gathered in Carmar-
then Market to show their ‘dissatisfaction’ with the proposed Welsh Sustainable Farming Scheme (SFS).  

Although this Scheme is voluntary, it is planned to be the replacement source of income for the Common Agricultural 
Policy’s Basic Payment Scheme (BPS), which provided payments to EU farmers enabling them to continue to pro-
duce food even when it was uneconomic to do so. Recent data from Aberystwyth University showed the average prof-
it for Welsh farms was £158/hectare, including the BPS payment of £243/hectare, meaning that the average farm 
would be losing £85/hectare without the BPS payment. So, some form of subsidy is essential to keep the farmers do-
ing what they do. 

The main cause for concern appears to be the requirement within the Scheme to plant 10% of all farms with trees and 
set aside 10% of land for wildlife habitat. Now this sounds wonderful for carbon sequestration and environmental habi-
tats but if 20% less land is farmed there will be a significant impact on food production. 

Meanwhile, in England, the new buzzwords are Biodiversity Net Gain. It is now a 
statutory requirement, enabled by the Environment Act 2021, for all developments 
(anything requiring planning permission except small, self-build projects) to replace 
any biodiversity lost due to development, with at least 110% of what was existing 
before the development started. Large infrastructure and marine projects will be add-
ed in November 2025.  

This effectively means that whatever biodiversity existed on a site must be recreat-
ed, + 10%, within the site or elsewhere, preferably locally. Again, this is good news 
for our wildlife species, including invertebrates, insects, pollinators and large and small mammals as well as potential 
vegetation to remove carbon from the atmosphere. But it also effectively means that each development could poten-
tially remove twice its area from farmed land.  

Brownfield sites are not exempt as they often provide valuable habitats for wildlife. Following a Baseline Score calcu-
lated by using the Environment Agency’s Biodiversity Metric Tool, the required ‘additionality’ is determined, which 
must be provided at another site. Farmers and landowners are able to set aside their land by creating Environmental 
Habitat areas which in turn creates Biodiversity Units, which can be sold to developers to satisfy their 110% replace-
ment requirement. 

A recent example saw a 7 hectare site create 20 Biodiversity Units which were sold for £30,000 per unit. That’s an 
income of £85,714 per hectare. The farmer (or his heirs) must commit to maintaining the habitats for 30 years which 
would deliver him £2,857/hectare/year. Compare this to the annual loss of £85 per hectare experienced by the aver-
age Welsh farmer for producing food. 

Solar farms can also be very lucrative. Although set-up cots are high, 
around £150,000/hectare, income generation is significant at around 
£60,000/hectare per year. This is an attractive return on investment and 
significantly more than using the land to produce food.  

All these pressures, and opportunities, are causing farmers and land-
owners to think about their future sources of income. If government poli-

cies and societal pressures result in environmental habitats, climate change mitigation and renewable energy being 
prioritised, food production will suffer. The result could be more intensification of farming and/or sourcing our food 
from elsewhere in the world where environmental concerns allow farming to displace existing wildlife habitats and car-
bon storage. We’re just moving biodiversity around the planet! 

We all need to ensure there is a balance between nature and food production. One solution could be the emergence 
of a new trend – Agrivoltaic farming – the practice of installing solar panels on stilts allowing the land underneath to 
still be farmed. 

David Ball 
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Please support  
our advertisers 

Logs:  
Barn-dried seasoned hard wood 

Contact: John Hiscock 

Ready to Burn registered 

Church Farm, Poole Keynes 

01285 770271 

07932 459314  

Cirencester EaƟng Disorder self help support group ( this group covers all of 

Gloucestershire and beyond) working in partnership with NaƟonal BEAT. This 

is a FREE service. (Formed in 2003) Now in its 21st Year! 

 

The next meeƟng in Coates Village hall is Wednesday March 6th 2024 at 

7.30pm i.e. the first Wednesday of the month.  

Please contact me (Pat) if you would like to talk in confidence.  

01285 770385  
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Rotas for March 2024 

Copy deadline for April magazine: 21st  March 

2024, email  

parishnewsthb@gmail.com. 

 Church Wardens 

Kemble Mark Wilton 771581  Jill Kingston 07798 830287 / 771133 

Poole Keynes George Collins 770698 Tom Grand  

Somerford Keynes David CroŌs Sussanne Lock 

  Sidesperson Readers Readings Kemble 

Flowers 

Poole Keynes 

Cleaning & 

Flowers 

Somerford 

Keynes 

Cleaning & 

Flowers 

3rd March 
MarƟn 

Kingston 

Colin & Binnie 

Rank 

Exodus 20.1-17 

1 Corinthians 1.18-25 

John 2.13-22 

Everyone 

Cleaning: 

Josie Woodley 

Polly Handover 

Poppy 

Broadbent  

10th March  Keith Miles  
 MORNING 

SOURCE 

Exodus 2.1-10 or 
1 Samuel1.20-end 

2 Corinthians 1.3-7 or 
Colossians 3.12-17 

Luke 2.33-35 or 

John 19.25b-27 

17th March Rob Day  
Gill Awdry 

 MarƟn WhiƩle 

Jeremiah 31.31-34 

Hebrews 5.5-10 

John 12.20-33 

24th March Colin Rank   PALM SUNDAY 

Liturgy of the Palms 

Mark 11.1-11 or 
John 12.12-16 

Liturgy of the Passion 

Isaiah 50.4-9a 

Philemon 2.5-11 

Mark 14.1-15.end or 
Mark 15.1-39[40-end] 

31st March 
 Ian 

Czapiewski 

 Keith & Judith 

Miles 

Acts 10.34-43 or 
Isaiah 25.6-9 

1 Corinthians 15.1-11 or 
Acts10.34-43 

John 20.1-18 or 
Mark 16.1-8 

Guild 

7th April 
Howard 

Davies  

Jeremy Clarke 

Marion Gilliland  

Acts 4.32-35 or 
Exodus14.10-end,15.20-27 

1 John 1.1-2.2 or 
Acts 4.32-35 

John 20.19-end 

Guild 
Margaret 

Stanford  

Flowers: 

J Swaffer  

Cleaning: 

Sue Cadwallader 

Chris Bell  

Lent    
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++ Phone No  Cirencester (01285) unless stated otherwise   M: = Mobile 

Accountants Wenn Townsend, Gosditch House, Cirencester 659778 

Builder B. R. Gardner, Church Farm Barns, Poole Keynes 770649 

Curtains, Blinds  
Harris and Rose Interiors, Ashton Road, 

Leigh  www.harrisandrose.co.uk 
Sophie@harrisandrose.co.uk 

DenƟst, Dental Clinic Richard Elsey BDS MSc FDS RCS - Elsey and Elsey, 7 Sudeley Drive, South Cerney 860712 

Electrical Contractors D. L. Hayward Electrical Ltd. 15 StaƟon Road, Kemble M: 077 7392 6747 

Firewood (Barn-dried) John Hiscock, Church Farm, Poole Keynes.  Ready to burn registered  07932459314 / 

770271  

Funeral Directors A. Slade and Son, 35 Dyer Street, Cirencester Day/Night   656336 

Oil & Gas, Plumbing & 

HeaƟng, Aga, etc 

D. W. Dunn Ltd, Unit 3, Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester, Glos  

enquiries@dwdunn.co.uk 

771001 

OrthodonƟst Maggie Elsey BDS FDS RCPS. M’DENT SC(orth) M’orth RCS- Specialist Ortho- 860712 

Osteopath (including 

Cranial osteopathy) 

Cricklade Osteopaths: Kelly Haines and associates, 12 High Street, Cricklade 

SN6 6AP. Online booking available at www.crickladeosteopaths.com 

 

01793 750504 

Post Office, Newsagent K Chudasama, Kemble Stores, Windmill Road, Kemble 770201 

Printers/StaƟoners SwiŌprint, Silver Street, Cirencester 655925 

Security Alarms C.I.A, Fire and Security Ltd Cirencester based Family-run NSI GOLD Approved 

Installer of Alarms CCTV, Fire, Keyholding and Gate AutomaƟon. 

651025 

Water soŌeners, drink-

ing water filters & salt 

Gloucestershire SoŌeners, Unit 3 Purlieus Barn, Ewen, Cirencester GL7 6BY 

www.gloucestershire-soŌeners.co.uk 

770002 

Window & GuƩer 

Cleaning Service  

Cirencester Business Cleaning Services   771360 

   M: 07834457220  

Cirencester Hospital 0300 421 6200 Cotswold Water Park Trust 01793 752413 

District Councillor, Mike McKeown mike.mckeown@cotswold MP Geoffrey Clifton-Brown 020 7219 5147 

Crimestoppers 0800 555 111 Action Fraud 0300 123 2040 

Anti-terrorist Hotline 0800 789-321 NSPCC Helpline 0808 800 5000 

British Transport Police 0800 40 50 40 Childline 0800 1111 

Victim support line 0845 2050 900 Emergency 999 or 112 

Victim Support 00808 281 0112 Samaritans 116123 (free) 

Gloucestershire 0808 168 9111 Police Non Emergency 101 or 01452 726920 

Victim information service 0808 168 9293 RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Other useful numbers   

At Your Service—Please Support our AdverƟsers 

To advertise on the back page, please contact Tony Ferris on tonyferris804@gmail.com 


