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Reflections from the Rectory
I recently saw an article in the paper and someone in their critique said that the church didn’t need to make services attractive for people to come but rather give people a reason to want to go. It seems to me there is a great deal of truth in that. Of course it is true that most church liturgy seems a bit formal in the internet age, though for some people the tradition offers a familiar and comfortable place but however you view it there is truth portrayed and heard in the liturgy, in the readings and I hope in the sermons.
It does seem to me obvious though that people need a reason to come to church in the same way we need a reason to do anything. Why would you come to church? In the modern world of course the first answer is likely to be to get something, that’s why we do most things, for some form of reward. That is true of a game of golf, coffee with friends, a doctor’s appointment and filling your tax return. In all of them we both give and receive something.
What might you get in return for giving up an hour of your time to attend worship? You might enjoy the hymns, sharing with others in the community, discovering more about scripture and the story of God. If you came to Messy Church you might enjoy the craft or the food or the people or the games or discovering more about the story of God.

What could possibly be a good reason for leaving a warm comfortable house or missing the rugby to go to a cold draughty and uncomfortable old building however beautiful and historic? 

The answer I think is quite simple, because in God we find the true meaning of creation and in God we find the true purpose of life and in God we find peace and hope and joy. God’s relationship and love in creation is amazing and unexpected and yet made in his image we all can reflect something of his nature. Why should a being who can create out of nothing have any interest in us as individuals? Perhaps it might help to answer that if we look at our own responses to things. Why does a small child get upset when the lego model they have been building is put away or broken by a parent or a sibling? Do you get upset if something you have worked hard on is spoilt or even just ignored? I know many a grown up (including myself) who has been distraught when a pet has been injured or died. We care about things and relationships we have invested time in. That is normal isn’t it? Why then are we surprised by the idea that God cares about us? I would be most surprised if an MP had any meaningful and personal interest in me but God does not suffer from our limitations.
God loves us so much he enters our world and shares all that we are and dies a painful death because he is willing to suffer for his love and he encourages us to see beyond the present into a greater future. We do that with our children too don’t we? We encourage them to develop good habits and good ethics to help them be whole people when they grow up, but we can’t make them heed our advice we can only hope they will. ~It is like that with God too. He could make us see the truth but then we would lose all our independence and none of us want that.
So why would you want to go to church? To meet God, to share with others who are looking too, to acknowledge the truth and seek to make it more real. Worship is all about trying to give God the value he deserves as our response to his love. We do it partially and poorly but we want to do it together because God loves us and cares about us and we want to be drawn closer into friendship with him. What a privilege to know the Creator, what a remarkable offer that he is willing to adopt us and let us call him Father.
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